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bearing his image later this year. Three years after visiting Los Angeles, Mandela was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  
 
The next year, he was elected President of the Republic of South Africa. He was, as 
Newsweek stated, “Washington and Lincoln rolled into one.” For all the lessons that he 
taught us we are grateful, and we must never forget. He refused to allow bitterness, 
divisiveness or hatred twist his heart. To his enemies he held out an olive branch and 
understood that real revolution ensures freedom for all people, but that ultimately, 
reconciliation is what makes democracy flourish. Nelson Mandela came to our city in a 
gesture of gratitude for our role in the anti-apartheid and divestiture movements, which 
helped to advance the cause of democracy in South Africa. It was a cause for the ages 
and Nelson Mandela indeed was and is a man for the ages. 
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